
Helping the Toads
Throughout the year, Western Toads move in and out of Wake 
Lake encountering many obstacles such as roads.  Often their 
migrations go unnoticed as the adults’ movements tend to 
be quite dispersed and at night.  However, in mid-summer 
thousands of tiny toadlets can be seen crossing Riverbottom 
Rd and Banjum Rd as they leave the lake in massive 
concentrations to surrounding forests.  Over 300,000 toadlets 
were caught and moved across these roads in one summer.

How You Can Help
> AVOID 
Drive an alternate route during periods of migration, early 
spring and wet fall nights for adults and mid-summer for 
juveniles.

> WATCH 
Drive with care and watch for toads and other amphibians 
on the road, especially on warm, rainy nights.

> REPORT 
Report toad breeding sites and road crossing areas to BC 
Frog Watch.

Volunteers installing drift fencing and 
pitfall traps to help move the toadlets 
across the road.

Directive fencing to encourage toadlets 
to cross under the road through an 
existing culvert.

Migrating toadlets approaching a pitfall 
trap.

Migrating toadlets moving along the 
drift fencing instead of out on to the 
road.

 

PACIFIC CHORUS FROG - Pseudacris regilla

WESTERN REDBACK SALAMANDER 
Plethodon vehiculum

WESTERN TOAD - Anaxyrus boreas NORTHERN RED-LEGGED FROG - Rana aurora

LONG-TOED SALAMANDER 
Ambystoma macrodactylum

ENSATINA  - Ensatina eschscholtzii

NORTHWESTERN SALAMANDER 
Ambystoma gracile

ROUGHSKIN NEWT - Taricha granulosa
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Please Don’t Confuse 
Native, At Risk Toads with Non-native Bullfrogs 

WESTERN TOAD 
Anaxyrus boreas

AMERICAN BULLFROG  
Lithobates catesbeiana

Western Toads of Wake Lake

 
 

 

 

means 
dual life:

 part of life 
in water and 

part of life 
on land

Life Cycle of Western Toads

Tiny toadlets and leave 
the water by mid-summer 
dispeasing by the thousands
Large groups often gather 
in piles, basking
in the sun

Adults return to ponds, wetlands or 
shallow lake edges in early spring 
Males breed every year, while females 
may skip years  
Adults return to terrestrial habitats 
after breeding

Tadpoles are charcoal or black
Groups of hundreds or 

thousands swarm in 
warm, shallow waters 

Juveniles reach sexual maturity 
in about 3 years, possibly 
living up to 10 years  

Toads are mainly 
nocturnal, returning to 
breeding sites on warm, rainy 
spring nights

    

Tadpoles grow fast, feeding on 
algae and plant matter 
Hind legs develop followed
by the front legs

Each female can lay up to 10,000  
 eggs

Eggs look like small black pearls  
 in long strings of jelly 

“Amphibian” 

For more information or to report a sighting, 
visit the BC Frog Watch website: 
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/frogwatch/

To watch a 5 minute clip of the 
Western Toad life cycle 
visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQkK5SqNp10&feature=youtube

Link to BC Frog Watch

WHY ARE TOADS SO IMPORTANT?

OTHER AMPHIBIANS AT WAKE LAKE


